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The Woman’s Board of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Center 
wishes to thank the retail exhibitors of the 1996 Fashion Show 
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The Woman’s Board of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Center 
wishes to thank the retail exhibitors of the 1996 Fashion Show 


Producer: Skip Grisham 
Music Direction: Don Cagen Lighting: Tom Fleming Visuals: Jaster Studios J is 
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The Woman's Board of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Center 
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Rush-Presbyterian Woman's Board holds Fashion Show 


by Mattie Smith-Colin 
The Woman’s Board of Rush- Geembyeatians St. Luke’s 
Medical Center recently held its 7lst Annual Fashion 
Show, themed “Nightlights” at Medinah Temple. 
Among the 160 mannequins that graced the runway, 
were women, men and children from Chicagoland's dis- 
tinguished families and well-known personalities. 


The models were made up by artists from a national 


cosmetics company, with hair styles by local profession- 
als. 

The stellar fashion production was directed by Skip 
Gresham. 

Hosts for the evening were In The Morning anchor 


Mrs. Charles J. Runner (Dorothy) walks with Bill Zwecker 
in the scene, titled, “Civic Treasures. She is being 
escorted by Men About Town," during the Rush-Pres- 
oyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center Fashion Show. 
Runner is wearing a Lili Butler design: velvet and silk 
oronze oriental hand-painted jacket with black silk pants. 


Mary Ann Childers and chief correspondent and news 
anchor Jay Levine, both of CBS 2 Chicago. 

Music was provided by the Don Cagen Orchestra and 
United Airlines was the official airline of the 1997 Fash- 
on Show. 

Guided : by ‘well-knowni. civic leader Murrell J. H. 


Designer Mark Heister (center) poses with models 
Diane Narcisse (left) and Valerie Thomas prior to the 
fashion show. They modeled his taupe evening wear 
creations. Diane wore a French lace blouse and silk 
satin skirt and Valerie modeled a silk satin jacket and 
French lace silk pant. 


Duster, its first African American president, the 1997 
proceeds from the Fashion Show will go towards fund- 
ing the TIME (Therapy-Induced Malignancy 
Evaluation) Center, headed by Dr. Azra Raza. 

The first project of its kind in the nation, its research 
will focus on the evaluation of cancer patients who have 
had chemotherapy treatment, radiation, and or trans- 
plantation of tissue. 

These treatments can cure the initial malignancy but 
sometimes actually trigger a secondary cancer. 

The Woman’s Board benefit was started in 1927, and 
by 1996 had raised more than $8.5 million for Rush- 
Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Center. ' 

The Woman’s Board averages 300 active, sustaining, 
non-resident and church delegate members. In addition, 
there are two suburban auxiliaries. 

One hundred and nine years ago, The Woman's 
Board opened the first patients’ library in the United 
States. 

More than 20,000 books and 10,000 magazines are 
circulated annually and talking book machines are pro- 
vided. The board also opened the first hospital gift shop. 

The range of the Woman’s Board support for the 
Medical Center is broad, encompassing many vital 
patient care‘and education ‘concerns. 
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Channel 7 
New s 
Chery! Bur-" 
ton showed 
off "A little black 
hand-beaded chif- 
fon dress, topped 
by a_ luxurious 
chubby black fox 
fur," from Gucci at 
the Rush fashion 
show. 


These include scholarships and other 
forms of support for Rush University, hos- 
pital programs in pediatric patient care, 
education, and research development, sup- 
port for the Department of Social Services’ 
medical care program, equipment and schol- 
arships for the Rush Day School, support of 
the activities of the chapel and numerous 
humanitarian needs. 

Funds for these programs are raised 
through the annual Fashion Show, the gift 
shops, contributions from the auxiliaries 

and individuals and other projects. 

The Woman’s Board, a source of leader- 
ship for Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s 

Medical Center, has given untold hours to 
ensure the success of the benefits. 

In past years, its fund-raising activities have estab- 
lished the Woman's Board Chair of Pediatrics, the first 
such chair in the country ever endowed by a hospital 
auxiliary; a College of Nursing Scholarship Fund, a $2 
million donation for the Woman’s Board Revolving Loan 
Fund to provide financial assistance to the students of 
the four colleges of 
Rush University, 
and a $1 million 
chair in Professor- 
ship in Child 
Psychiatry, which 
was the first of its 
kind, for which the 


Woman's Board 
Jcommitted 
| $800,000. 

In 1989, the 


board completed a 

gift of over 
$65 50,000 for a Spe- 
cial Care Nursery, 


a General Care 
4] Nursery, and the 
Woman's Board 


7 Labor-Delivery- 
Mrs. Murrell J. H. Duster, pres- Recovery suite 
ident of the Woman's Board of Within the Depart- 
Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's ™ent of Obstetrics 
Medical Center, welcomes guests °"4 ‘s seria h 
to the Woman's Board's 71st eget Si 2 


board completed a 
Annual Fashion Show. five-year, $5 million 


campaign commitment to the Woman’s Board Depres- 
sion Treatment and Research Center in The Rush 
Institute for Mental Well-Being. 

The Woman’s Board made a $500,000 contribution to 
Rush Alzheimer’s Disease Center and the Alzheimer’s 
Family Care Center in 1995. 

The most recent gift in the amount of $400,000 was 
designated to pediatric research in the Rush Vbildrent 8 


Hospital. 


Fine art and fine dining on a Spring afternoon... 
The Woman's Board of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center Luncheon 


Christopher Burge, Chairman of 
Christie’s Fine Art Auctioneers, was the 
featured speaker for The Woman's Board 
of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's 
Medical Center third annual Spring 
Luncheon. His presence added to the ele- 
gance of the event, which was held in the 
Grand Ballroom of the Four Seasons, and 


enjoyed by a very fashionable crowd. 


1. Audrey Tuggle 2. Sharon Sweeney, Nancy Jennings, 
Beverly Bletner, Hazel Barr, Jocelyn Stoller 3. Nora 
Johnson, Julia McClung, Danielle Salchow 4. Murrell 
Duster, Skip Grisham, Consuelo Pierrepont 5. Alyce 
Sigler 6. Marta Babson 7. Meredith Reid 8. Nancy Taylor, 
Sandy Crown, Kay Krehbiel, Fafi Vossoughi 9. Joan 
Wing, Sharon Dixon, Christopher Burge, Lynn Burt 10. 
Tony Rossi, Nena Ivon 11. Jessica Swift 12. Lisa Cregan, 


Ann Hand, Anne Scott = 
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Dance madness 


The young Madshak Dance Company and the Dance 
COLEective will perform Friday and Saturday at the 
Harold Washington Library Auditorium. Call 


773-604-8452. 
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Stars strut, 
diamonds dazzle 
for a good cause 


By Teresa Wiltz 


TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 


o where else will you find 

Sugar Rautbord on stage, 

dripping with Cartier 

diamonds, shaking her 

groove thing and doing the 
Swim? 

Or two “magic carpets” driven 
by Shriners decked out in genie 
gear, escorting a posse of tykes 
sporting Oilily fashions? 

There are just some things that 
are absolutely unique to Rush- 
Presbyterian-St. Luke’s annual 
fashion show, which is, at 71, the 
oldest ongoing fashion show in the 
country. This year, WBBM-TV 
power couple Mary Ann Childers 
and Jay Levine hosted the 
90-minute “Nightlights” show, with 
the Don Cagen Orchestra providing 
musical accompaniment—and even 
a rap artist of sorts. 

Sure, the show, directed by Skip 
Grisham, is a society orgy, with 
the who’s who of Chicago checking 
in for a quick turn on the catwalk. 
But beyond the social cachet 
associated with the show, beyond 
the trick lighting, beyond the 
dancers leaping and turning, 
beyond the celebrity models, 
beyond the haute couture, the 
fashion show is really about rais- 
ing money. Big money—more than 
$8 million since its inception. 

(This year, proceeds from the 
show will go toward the 
TIME—Therapy-Induced Malig- 
nancy Evaluation—Center, headed 
by Dr. Azra Raza. The research 
center, the first of its kind in the 
nation, follows up on cancer 
patients after they’ve undergone 


Get funk-ay 


George Clinton come 
to the House of Blue: 
to perform with his 

" massive P-Funk bani 
Sept. 28. 
312-923-2000. 


Tribune photos by John Bartley 


All that glitters is on display at the annual Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s fashion show at Medinah Temple. 


Fashion review 


chemotherapy, radiation or tissue 
transplantation.) 

Which is why roughly 3,500 
folks showed up Wednesday for 
an evening filled with hoopla, 
snazzy lighting and marathon 
modeling. The set, also designed 
by Grisham, was simple, with a 
rotating backdrop featuring 
dreamy skyline shots of nighttime 
Chicago by Victor Skrebneski. 


Grammy Award-nominated 
vocalist Alicia Bridges opened the 
show crooning her disco anthem, 
“T Love the Nightlife,” while a 
chorus of dancers stole a few 
steps from John Travolta in “Satur- 
day Night Fever.” 

And there was WLS-TV’s Cheryl 
Burton, doing the supermodel 
diva thing, staring down the audi- 
ence as she twirled about the 
stage in a Gucci faux fur and a 
seriously micro-minidress. 

With 17 retailers from Oak 
Street, Michigan Avenue and Lake 
Forest participating in the show, 


there was a plethora of fashion, 
with furs, slinky evening gowns, 
sensible suits and diamonds a go- 
go dominating the presentation. 

But despite the focus on fash- 
ion, the segments that shone were 
the ones where couture took a 
back seat—‘‘Civic Treasures,” 
which paid homage to Chicago’s 
seniors, and the FAO Schwarz 
segment, featuring a very young 
Batman waving at the crowd like 
a seasoned politician. 

There was the silly: A prepon- 
derance of sunglasses worn in- 
doors for a fashion show that’s 
supposed to be about the nightlife. 

There was the sexy: Models 
looking slinky and svelte in lacy, 
form-fitting Sonia Rykiel—with a 
dress or two doing the peekaboo 
over bosoms and butts. 

And there was the unfortunate: 
Namely, the candle headdresses 
decorating the negligee and dress- 
ing gown segment from Bloom- 
ingdale’s. 

But what fun is a fashion show 
if you can’t dish over the faux 
pas? 


Fashion show chairman Mary 
Martha Mooney (left) and Murrell 
Duster, women’s board president. 
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/ l ove the [Nightlights 


Models wearing Mark Heister designs included, standing from left: Val Da- 
vis, Diane Hollowell, Heister, Linda Heister and Terri D’Ancona. Seated 


urning 71 years old is quite a feat, 
but for a fashion show, it is a ma- 
jor achievement. There hasn’t 
been a fashion event that has run 
as long as the Rush-Presbyterian-St. 
Luke’s Medical Center fashion show. First 
presented in 1927, it has become an annual 
rite of Chicago’s fall season. 


said yes, I committed to a schedule that 
must be adhered to perfectly. At first I 
thought, “Why such a rigorous schedule?” 
But as I became more involved in the pro- 
cess of the show, I understood what a huge 
undertaking it is. 


Producer, director and set designer Skip 
j Ba BS) 


D2 O ovedu swarte 


from left: Pat Adair, Susanne Johnson, Sandy Kagan and Karen Ryan. 


portunity to catch up with old friends, in- 
cluding auctioneer Leslie Hindman, who 
has just sold her auction gallery to 
Southebys. Next to her, Abra Prentice Wil- 
kin, was chatting with three ladies she 
hadn’t seen in awhile. The afternoon was 
like a high school class reunion. The cama- 
raderie between the women was wonderful 


for a final pep talk. 

“All the work will be worth it, when you 
take the stage,” said Grishman. “Just go 
out there and have a ball.” 


At 6:30 p.m., it was show time. Line-up 


‘started and nerves were at an all-time 


high. 


I’ve covered the show for the last five 
years. Sitting in the audience, I wondered 
about the details for such a huge undertak- 
ing. I asked several women who have mod- 
eled in the show and always received the 
same answer, “You have to be a part of it 
to understand.” 


For this year’s show, “Nightlights,” I got 
my chance when I readily accepted an in- 
vitation to model in the Saks Fifth Avenue 
segment, which featured the designs of 
Mark Heister. Little did I know that when I 


Backstage 
memories 


Sandy Kagan and Susanne 
Johnson take the stage dur- 
ing rehearsal, right; Kagan, 
Linda Heister and Terri D’An- 
cona chat it up with Johnson, 
below; and Mark and Linda 
Heister during rehearsal, far 
right. 


‘people, including models, singers, dancers 


and volunteers. The volunteers are proba- 
bly the most important part of the process 
as they keep everything moving. Grishman 
deserves a gold medal. 


The process starts off with the rehearsal 
schedule. Adhere to it or be replaced. 


The day of the show, Wednesday, Sept. 
17, I was to be at Medinah Temple at exact- 
ly 2:30 p.m. for a final rehearsal. I retired 
to the basement with the group I was mod- 
eling with for makeup and hair styling. 

While waiting for my turn, I had an op- 


as We a pecia elping a 
ey for a variety of hospital programs. 

By 4:30 p.m., it was on to wardrobe, 
where models finalized their clothes, 
shoes, and accessories from a roster of ex- 
hibitors including Bloomingdales, Cartier, 
Chanel Boutique, FAO Schwarz, France 
Heffernan, Hart Schaffner & Marx, Gucci, 
Hermes, the Lake Forest Shop, Marshall 
Field’s, McElroy Furs, Nordstrom, Oilily, 
the Fur Salon at Saks Fifth Avenue, Saks 
Fifth Avenue, Sonia Rykiel and Tiffany & 
Co. 

At 6 p.m., Grishman took the microphone 


— —_ 
sic swelled and this year’s 


Childers and Jay Levin, announced our 
names. The spotlight hit us and away we 
went. For Terri D’ Ancona, Diane 
Hollowell, Susanne Johnson, Karen Ryan, 
Val Davis, Pat Adair and myself, it was like 


‘old times. All ex-models, we took to the 


stage as if we had never left it. 


Will I do it again? Absolutely, if I’m 
asked. Was it worth the time? Absolutely. 
Should you see this show? Absolutely. Why 
hes ask? Because it was absolutely fabu- 
ous. 
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Fashion Show Classic Turns up the Nightlights 


by Jessica 6. Mehalic 


When it comes to fashion shows that belong in the history books, Rush-Presbyterian-St. 
Luke’s annual fashion show takes the catwalk. The largest and oldest continuous 
charitable fashion show in the country has been held since 1927 and is still going strong. 
The 71st show, ‘Nightlights,’ was held on September 17 at the Medinah Temple. 
WBBM-TV newscasters Mary Ann Childers and Jay Levine were the hosts while the 
Don Cagen Orchestra, playing a range from jazz to opera, supplied the music. But the 
show kicked off with the disco tune “I Love the Nightlife” sung by Grammy Award- 
nominee Alicia Bridges. Then 18 segments, showcasing couture gowns, furs, smart 
business attire and oodles of jewels, followed suit. Each segment was sponsored by a 
different retailer, including such favorites as Cartier, Saks Fifth Avenue, FAO Schwartz, 
Francis Heffernan and the Lake Forest Shop. Indeed, there was a little something for 
everyone— young and old, men, women and children alike. 
“Most fashion shows are put on by one store,” said Mary Martha Mooney, chair 
of the event. “This show featured so many 1 
stores—and not just clothing stores. There 
really was a wide variety of things to look at.” 
About 3,500 spectators watched local 
men- and women-about-town strut their stuff 
against a rotating Chicago skyline backdrop 
designed by Skip Grisham, who also produced 
and directed the show. 
One of the opening segments, entitled 
‘Civic Treasures,’ was composed of women in 
their 80s and 90s, many of whom had modeled 
in past shows. Decked out in formal wear, 
they were escorted down the runway by local 
male personalities. 
“T had received a letter from one of these 
women, asking why there was such a focus on 
youth and beauty in the show,” Mooney said. 
“There are lots of charming women who are 
interesting and older. I started calling some 
older women and ended up with six 
in the show. The audience loved this 
segment; they just applauded and 
applauded.” 
The Woman’s Board of Rush- 
Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical 
Center has raised about $9 million for 
the medical center since it first 
started hosting the event. The more 
than $500,000 in proceeds from this 
year’s show went towards the 
TIME (Therapy-Induced Malignancy 
Evaluation) Center, the first project of 
its kind in the nation, which 
focuses on cancer patients who have 
had chemotherapy treatment, radiation, 
or tissue transplantation. 


1. FOX Sportscaster 
Corey McPherrin and 

Dr. Margaret Burroughs. 
2. (L to R) Katherine 
DePree Belcher, Bobby 
Cooney, Brooke Donnelly. 
3. (L to R) Christina Baird 
Minnis, Mary Miehaus, 
Sharon Sweeney strut 
down the runway. 


> 


Singer Alicia Bridges opened the Rush-Pres- 
byterian-St. Luke’s fashion show. 
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Lyric Opera general director William Mason with 
* Priscilla Richman (center) and Valerie Vance just be- 
fore the opening night performance of ‘‘Nabucco.”’ 


_AROU 


Sheherzad Preisier 

(left) and Eloise 
McEniry appeared 
in the colorful Oili- 


Tom Cruze; SUN-TIMES 


ly segment. 


Six luminaries, 
fashions draw 
much applause 


rom beginning to end, the 71st 
FE Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s 
Fashion Show at Medinah 
Temple provided guests with a glitter- 
ing, fast-moving spectacle of music, 
clothes, jewels and attractive people 
doing the strangest things onstage 
at the Medinah Temple. 

This could be the very best show 
producer/director Skip Grisham has 
orchestrated to date, and he made 
much of its title, “Nightlights,” using 
flashlights, candles atop models’ 
heads, revolving spotlights on the floor 
of the stage and even strings of 
lights wrapped around models’ bodies 
under designer Yolanda Lorente’s 
diaphanous gowns. 

Furs from Saks Fifth Avenue and 
McElroy were interspersed with Nord- 
strom’s presentation of Armani’s 
fall line and a personal appearance by 
Mark Heister with his stunning 
evening clothes. 

Six “civic treasures,” Florence 
Sewell, Etta Moten Barnett, Elea- 
nor Voysey, Mary Wolkonsky, 
Dorothy Runner and Saretta Mor- 
rison were saluted and preceded 
moppets in clothes from Oilily who 
arrived onstage on “flying” carpets 
provided by the Shriners, Chanel, 
Gucci, Hermes and Frances Heffer- 


72> » > < 
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nan followed, and then 
Hart, Schaffner & Marx 
sent men onstage in 
clothes the colors of au- 
tumn. 

Just before Marshall 
Field’s bridal scene closed 
the show, as it has for 
the past 71 years, the seg- 
ments featuring Sonia 
Rykiel’s evening clothes 
and designer Yolanda 
Lorente’s hand-painted 
silks won the “people’s 
choice awards” as indicated 
by the applause. 

Able and attractive co-hosts 
Mary Ann Childers and Jay Levine 
moved things along smoothly, 
helped by the music of Don Cagen 
and lively dancers in several num- 
bers. 

Murrell Duster is president of 
the Women’s Board of Rush’s Medical 
Center, and Mary Martha Mooney 
chaired the show. Funds raised will go 
to the Therapy-Induced-Malignan- 
cy-Evaluation Center at the hospital 
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Mary 
Frey 
Society Columnist 


$500,000. 
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SHOWCASE. 
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Desiree Rogers (from left), Cynthia Wagner and Cindy Mancillas wore Jennifer Hayward (left) and Elizabeth Dunkel 
evening dresses in the Sonia Rykiel segment of the fashion show. 


- Lights fantastic 


wore coats in the Armani section. 


ly — etm re 


Lyric Opera board of 
directors chair Ned 
Jannotta with his 
wife, Debby, in the 
Graham Room. 


for cancer research, 
treatment and disease. 
eee 

Lyric Opera kicked off 
its 43rd season with a per- 
formance of “Nabucco” 
followed by an opera ball 
attended by more than 
850 guests at the Chicago 
Hilton and Towers. 

Commenting on the 
first opening night without 
the late Ardis Krainik, 
general director William 
Mason said, “I miss her, 
of course, as a friend and as 
an associate, but one thing I know 
was that she wanted things to go for- 
ward, and we are.” ‘ 

Priscilla Richman served as 
opening night chair, and Valerie 
Vance was chair of the Opera Ball. 
Sponsors of the festivities included 
the Gramma Fisher Foundation, 
Aon Corp., Merrill Lynch, Saks Fifth 
Avenue and Kraft Foods, enabling 
organizers to raise more than.. 


hetoweer Sa ay dys f 22% t 


Awe ke 


aij hi BSR a 


¢ 


€ 


e 


speed ie. | 


ss classiest charitables’ 


a eS st 


ca 


- cE 1S SS STOR 


{ 
z 
SKY i 
Gilding the lily 


“Fashion is what one wears 
oneself. What is unfashion- 
able is what other people 
wear” — Oscar Wilde 


Chicago’s largest fashion 
\\. show, the Rush-Presbyterian- 
‘St. Luke’s annual Medinah 
Temple extravaganza, used 
‘175 models to showcase the 
latest styles and 3,000 attend- 
ed to\add major money to 
cancer research. Missed were 
perky canines, slinking pan- 
thers and leopards, and 
horse-drawn buggies) of earli- 
er shows.\(Photos by John 
Reilly) 
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HotShots 


by Ann Gerber 


Tina Wigart, standing left, Kate Dixon, designer Yolanda Lorente, Barbara Rinella, Sandra 
Reese, Susan Bauma and, seated left, Sandra Roose, Betsy Rosenfield, Debbie Hodgkins and 
Missy Derse modeling for the Lake Forest Shop 


yah Jahn, standing left, Leslie Hindman, Sh sy Bramson and, ” 
sd left, Donna LaPietra Janet Davies, Sugar Rautbord and Cecilia Duster 


modeling for Cartier 


Gay Held, Ch 


yl Burton, Mary Grace 
modelina for G 
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Maria George, left, and Siobhan Engle for Frances Heffernan 
dress shop 
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Katherine Belcher, standing . 
left, Abbey Dixon, Heather- 
Tips, Gillian Smith and, seat- 
ed left, Christina Minnis and 
Mary Niehaus 
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